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T
here are two dimensions of  disci-

pleship―first, living with Jesus as 

Lord guided by the Holy Spirit  

and, second, making new disciples. 

Discipleship is more than personal  

holiness and walking with the Lord (the  

command to love God) …it is also 

witnessing through service and evangeli- 

zation and leading others to respond to 

the call to discipleship (the command 

to love our neighbor) (cf. Catechism of  

the Catholic Church 1816).

Jesus’ command to make disciples is a  

supernatural undertaking as part of  

God’s design for the transformation of  

others to build the Kingdom. The rais-

ing up of  spirit-filled disciples involves 

living out our spirit-filled faith that is 

worthy of  imitation as we spiritually 

invest to form others through the wis-

dom and charisms we have gained. 

Moses discipled Joshua so that he could  

lead others into the Promised Land. 

Jesus discipled the Apostles to lead and 

build the Church. Although St. Paul 

was called to be an apostle by the will of  

God, his engagement in the apostolic  

community came through Barnabas’ 

mentorship. St. Paul then raised up 

Timothy. Our role is to lead others to  

fully embrace their call to discipleship,  

grow in faith, and be equipped as leaders  

so that the current of  grace may pass to 

future generations. 

This discipleship model is foundational 

to Pentecost Today USA’s fulfillment of   

our CHARIS-based commission to  

“BRING. BUILD. SERVE.” We recently  

announced the Joshua Project to raise  

up future generations of  young leaders 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to extend  

the grace of  baptism in the Holy Spirit 

to the whole Church. This announce-

ment has stoked much excitement by 

older charismatics and aspiring young 

leaders alike. We invite you to join us to  

bring about the fire of  Pentecost as we 

foster new generations of  Joshuas in 

the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.

Come, Holy Spirit! t

I
n Issue 1, 2022 of  Pentecost Today we 

complete the series on the Malines 

Documents. Fr. Boniface Hicks (p 11) 

writes that, “It is the task of  theology  

and the Church’s magisterium to hold 

together religious experience and divine  

revelation.” We continue to grow in 

understanding of  baptism in the Holy 

Spirit and the gift that this experience 

is to the Church.

In his Chairman’s Corner, Ron Riggins  

(p 2) relates this issue’s theme of  

Discipleship to Pentecost Today USA’s 

fulfillment of  our CHARIS-based com-

mission to “BRING. BUILD. SERVE.”

Bill Snyder (p 3) shares his powerful 

experience of  how he was called to 

surrender to Jesus.

Jim Beckman (pp 4-5) writes of  our 

part in allowing the Holy Spirit to “flow  

like a fragrance in the Christian life.”

Pete Burak (p 6) challenges readers to 

“step into the fullness of  the power 

Jesus has already given you through the 

indwelling of  his Spirit.”

Mick Mitchie (p 12) invites us to consider  

Jesus’ words, “…for I was in prison 

and you visited me.” 

John Beaulieu (p 15) exhorts us “to ask 

and expect the Holy Spirit to show up 

and shake us that we would be awake 

and ready to go and boldly proclaim 

his love and Lordship.”

Review, give thanks, and praise God for  

the movement of  the Holy Spirit in 

the United States (See center pages, 

“Celebrating 50 Years.”) In addition, 

consider all that has occurred on local 

levels. How is the Holy Spirit calling us 

to become new wineskins for the new 

wine, as we continue to exercise our 

unity in diversity? t
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fulfilled. As I sat in my Volvo I was aware my entire life 

was in the awkward space between death-to-self  and 

the fulfillment of  God’s call. This was a quintessential 

Holy Saturday moment in my life.

These “Holy Saturday Moments” can be some of  the 

most difficult moments of  our lives because we have already 

experienced the painful death-to-self  yet not arrived at the 

fulfilment of  God’s will for our lives. It is in this cold, damp, 

lonely and dark tomb that God begs us to trust in him. 

Trust―that no matter how long this dark night of  the soul 

may seem to last, he will reward our steadfast surrender and 

fidelity to him. Corrie ten Boom, a Holocaust survivor and 

Christian author perhaps said it best; “When a train goes 

through a tunnel and it gets dark, you don’t throw away the 

ticket and jump off. You sit still and trust the engineer.”

Surrendering our wills to the Lordship of  Jesus requires 

sacrifice, patience, stillness and trust. We must listen for the 

voice of  God, not act upon our impulses. When we present  

ourselves and our wills to God in the “Holy Saturday moments” 

in our lives he is able to powerfully use us as an instrument 

for his greater glory both in our life and the lives of  others―  
to this I can personally attest.

As I drove away from Marytown on Holy Saturday to serve 

as the Master of  Ceremonies at my home parish’s Easter 

Vigil Mass, there is absolutely no way I could have anticipated  

the abundant graces and riches God had in store for me.

His will for my life was not the ministerial priesthood. Shortly  

after my third open heart surgery in June of  2013, I received 

a word from the Lord after receiving Holy Communion. He 

said, “I want you to pursue Holy Matrimony as hard as you 

have pursued Holy Orders.” That pursuit led to the blessing  

of  being a husband to my loving wife, Agnes, and now father  

to our six-month-old son Elvin Francisco. 

This is God’s will for my life, I’m certain, 

because of  the perpetual Easter joy in my 

heart. t

Bill Snyder is the founder of  Patchwork Heart Ministry 

(patchworkheart.org). He lives in Milwaukee with his wife, 

Agnes and son, Elvin Francisco.
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O
n the morning of  Holy Saturday in 2012, I sat in my 

2002 Volvo Cross Country in the parking lot of  Mar-

ytown, The National Shrine of  St. Maximilian Kolbe 

in Libertyville, Illinois, crying. I had just finished packing 

my car with my belongings―I was leaving. I had been in the 

resident discernment and volunteer program progressing 

toward priesthood with the Conventual Franciscian friars 

for 18 months, but now due to some extremely unfortunate 

life circumstances I had to leave the program.

Just one month earlier, I beamed with joy as I brought the 

medical certification for the Conventual Franciscans semi-

nary application into my cardiologist’s office and asked him 

to sign off  that my heart was in good shape and that I could 

enter the seminary. Instead, he explained during our consul-

tation that I would need to have another open heart surgery 

and that in good faith he couldn’t sign it until that had been 

completed. I would need to undergo about a year of  testing 

in preparation for the surgery.

I knew immediately that I would need to suspend my appli-

cation and leave the resident discernment program. I had 

retained my job and kept paying the rent on my apartment, 

which was clearly inspired by the Holy Spirit but, while God  

had provided for my temporal needs, I was distraught emo-

tionally and spiritually. I believed that I had a genuine and 

authentic call to religious priesthood, a call that I began to feel 

during freshman year in High School. I had been pursuing  

this path for a really long time and I was so close to fulfilling  

what I thought was God’s will in my life. But now I sat 

weeping in my car, never more scared and uncertain about 

my future.

I had to re-surrender to God my vocation, it was a definitive  

death to self. I could not become a priest because it was what  

I wanted―it would need to be what God willed for my life. 

However, I was not yet able to see his will for my vocation 

One of Those  

“Holy Saturday 

Moments” 
By Bill Snyder
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A 
friend of  mine recently observed    

that I am “always” recommending 

 a new book. He seemed annoyed, 

but it was a somewhat humorous jibe... 

and true. I am typically reading two or 

three books at a time, often struggling 

to remember where I was in each of  

them. And on the other side of  a good 

read, I do find myself  wanting to share 

what I have read with others. It’s kind 

of  like evangelization, how could we 

help but share the great gift that we 

have received! (I Cor. 9:16).

One book I have been reading the past  

year or so has been remarkable, From 

Christendom to Apostolic Mission (Uni-

versity of  Mary, Bismarck, ND). I’ve 

given away a lot of  books in my life, but  

never a couple thousand copies like I 

have with this book. I have found the 

articulation of  our current reality to be  

profoundly accurate and insightful. The  

state of  the world, of  the Church, and 

even the condition of  the individual  

person. The premise of  the book is that  

we are at a major turn in history from 

an era of  Christendom to an era of  

apostolic times. We have seen this shift-

ing happening for years, but the full 

decline is gaining momentum rapidly 

these days. We are finding our modern 

culture to be one almost completely 

devoid of  the Christian roots that used 

to be taken for granted. A Christian 

today is going to find themselves in an  

environment of  increasing hostility 

toward the faith, similar to the times of  

the early Church, which was another era  

of  history that could be labeled an 

“apostolic time”.

That would all be a topic for another  

time. What is relevant to our topic today,  

however, is the incredible outpouring 

of  the Holy Spirit that typically marks 

apostolic times. The New Testament is  

rife with stories of  such power. If  we  

are indeed moving into a new era of   

apostolic times, this is one of  the things  

we should be expecting. Apostolic times  

call for a great shift from maintenance 

to mission, and the primary driving 

force of  that mission is the Holy Spirit: 

unique gifts and charisms for evange-

lization, signs of  power and healing, 

powerful conversions and forgiveness 

of  sins, etc. In a world that is growing 

increasingly darker, these are exactly the  

kinds of  things that are needed.

This gets me to the main point of  this 

article, how the Holy Spirit, in particular  

baptism in the Holy Spirit, renews the 

graces of  the sacrament of  Baptism. 

The Catechism tells us that, “The sacra-

ments of  Christian initiation―Baptism, 

Confirmation, and the Eucharist―lay 

the foundations of  every Christian life. 

‘The sharing in the divine nature given 

to men through the grace of  Christ bears  

a certain likeness to the origin, develop-  

ment, and nourishing of  natural life.  

The faithful are born anew by Baptism, 

strengthened by the sacrament of  Con-  

firmation, and receive in the Eucharist 

the food of  eternal life. By means of  

these sacraments of  Christian initiation,  

they thus receive in increasing measure  

the treasures of  the divine life and ad-  

vance toward the perfection of  charity’” 

(CCC, 1212).

This “foundation” for the Christian life  

is the necessary building block for evan- 

gelization. The Catechism goes on to say  

that “Holy Baptism is the basis of  the 

whole Christian life, the gateway to life  

in the Spirit, and the door which gives  

access to the other sacraments. Through  

Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn  

as sons of  God; we become members of   

Christ, are incorporated into the Church  

and made sharers in her mission:  

The Graces of Baptism,  

Renewed by Baptism in 

the Holy Spirit
By Jim Beckman
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Prayer Card
Discipling Others

Disciples Loving One Another
“I give you a new commandment: love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you also 

should love one another. This is how all will 

know that you are my disciples, if  you have 

love for one another” (Jn 13:34-35).

Disciples Entrusting to Others 
“And what you heard from me through  

many witnesses entrust to faithful people 

who will have the ability to teach others  

as well” (2 Tim 2:2).

Disciples Making New Disciples
“For our gospel did not come to you  

in word alone, but also in power and in  

the holy Spirit and [with] much conviction.  

...And you became imitators of  us and  

of  the Lord, receiving the word in great 

affliction, with joy from the holy Spirit,  

so that you became a model for all  

the believers...” (1 Thess 1:5-7).

P
ho

to
: 
P

ix
ab

ay
.c
om


‘Baptism is the sacrament of  regenera-

tion through water in the word’” (CCC, 

1213).

In order to fully grasp the impact of   

this, we need to understand the “effects”  

of  the sacrament. Again, referencing 

the Catechism, “The different effects of   

Baptism are signified by the perceptible  

elements of  the sacramental rite. Immer- 

sion in water symbolizes not only death  

and purification, but also regeneration 

and renewal. Thus the two principal 

effects are purification from sins and 

new birth in the Holy Spirit” (CCC, 

1262). “By Baptism all sins are forgiven,  

original sin and all personal sins, as well  

as all punishment for sin. In those who 

have been reborn nothing remains that  

would impede their entry into the King-  

dom of  God, neither Adam’s sin, nor 

personal sin, nor the consequences of  

sin, the gravest of  which is separation 

from God” (CCC, 1263). “Baptism not  

only purifies from all sins, but also makes  

the neophyte ‘a new creature,’ an adopted  

son of  God, who has become a ‘par-

taker of  the divine nature,’ member of  

Christ and coheir with him, and a tem-

ple of  the Holy Spirit” (CCC, 1265).

Yet these “effects” seem to be dimin-

ishing in our modern times. How can it  

be that these powerful effects, done by  

God and the work of  grace are not more  

evident in the world today? Father Ra-

niero Cantalamessa wrestles with this  

exact question and comes to the conclu-

sion that the Sacraments of  Initiation  

can become “tied” in a person when 

living in an environment that does not  

support the work of  grace that is operat-

ing in them. “Catholic theology recog-

nizes the concept of  a valid but “tied” 

sacrament. A sacrament is called tied if  

the fruit that should accompany it re-

mains bound because of  certain blocks 

that prevent its effectiveness”. Grace 

builds on nature as Aquinas says. 

Cantalamessa goes on to explain, “The 

opus operatum of  baptism, namely, 

God’s part or grace, has several aspects 

―forgiveness of  sins, the gift of  the 

theological virtues of  faith, hope, and 

charity (these, however, only as a seed), 

and divine sonship―all of  which are 

operated through the effective action of   

the Holy Spirit. But what does the opus  

operantis in baptism, namely, man’s part,  

consist of? It consists of  faith! Whoever 

believes and is baptized shall be saved  

(Mk 16:16). At the side of  baptism, 

therefore, there is another element: the 

faith of  man”. 

What a dilemma! All these powerful ef-

fects of  the sacrament, but those graces  

“tied up” and not bearing the full in-

tended fruit. “[This] is the significance 

of  the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. It is 

God’s answer to this malfunctioning 

that has grown up in the Christian life 

in the Sacrament of  Baptism...it seems 

that God was concerned about this 

situation even before the Church was, 

and raised up here and there in the 

Church movements aimed at renewing 

Christian initiation in adults. The Char-

ismatic Renewal is one of  these move-

ments and in it the principal grace is, 

without doubt, linked to the Baptism 

of  the Spirit and to what comes before 

it”.  “It’s effectiveness in reactivating 

baptism consists in this: finally man 

contributes his part―namely, he makes 

a choice of  faith, prepared in repentance  

that allows the work of  God to set itself   

free and to emanate all its strength. It is  

as if  the plug is pulled and the light is 

switched on. The gift of  God is finally 

‘untied’ and the Spirit is allowed to flow 

like a fragrance in the Christian life”. 

I resonate with Father Cantalamessa’s 

description of  this action and have 

found it to be the case in much of  the 

ministry I have done over the years. 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the great 

awakening! It helps facilitate conversion  

of  heart, an authentic encounter with 

the person of  Jesus and the person of   

the Holy Spirit, and facilitates a deep 

experience of  the forgiveness of  sins  

and an awakening to new life IN Christ.  

This is a “renewal,” a “coming alive 

again” of  the graces one received in 

their baptism. Many theologians make 

the same connections we have made 

here to the Sacrament of  Baptism, with  

the other Sacraments of  Initiation. You 

can draw similarly powerful connections  

with all three. And “in such a time as 

this” (Es 4:14), these apostolic times, 

these are the kinds of  graces that are 

desperately needed! t

(Editor's Note: The four quotes on page 5 are from an article 

by Father [now Cardinal] Cantalamessa on ‘“Baptism of  the 

Holy Spirit”.)

Jim Beckman is the Executive 

Director of  Evangelization 

and Catechesis for the Archdi-

ocese of  Oklahoma City. He 

is a member of  the Pentecost 

Today USA Board.
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Please join Pentecost Today USA  

in these prayers:

l Jesus, help us to love others more 

fervently with the divine love that you 

have for us, so that we passionately 

seek to disciple others, especially young  

adults, and for them to encounter your 

abundant love poured into their hearts 

that transforms them and leads them 

to respond to your call to be Spirit- 

filled disciples.

l Lord, grant us wisdom to know the  

effective ways to witness, so that we 

may mentor others to be intentional 

disciples to extend the current of grace.

l Holy Spirit, we seek your guidance  

with the rollout of “The Joshua Project,” 

Pentecost Today USA’s discipleship 

model, to form new young adult leaders 

in the Renewal and thereby foster the 

CHARIS commission to bring baptism in 

the Holy Spirit to the whole Church.

M
ost of  us try to avoid tension. We  

generally don’t like holding two 

things at the same time, balanc-

ing multiple perspectives, or navigating 

conflicting ideas. We often think that 

simplifying things, people, or ideas will 

make them more understandable, and 

therefore allow our lives to move for-

ward more peacefully. Sometimes this 

is a prudent and wise approach, but if   

we apply this mindset too liberally, we 

can easily find ourselves avoiding im-

portant relationships, opportunities, or 

in the case of  the spiritual life, dynamic 

power capable of  increasing our holi-

ness and fruitfulness in mission. 

Two Scriptures come to mind. “Apart 

from me you can do nothing” (Jn 15:5)  

and “I can do all things through Christ 

who strengthens me” (Phil 4:13) reveal 

the dynamic between our human  

weakness and God’s awesome power. 

On one hand we have no power, but 

through the Holy Spirit, the full power 

of  God dwells in us. Too often we live 

as though holiness and fruitful mission 

are completely unattainable to us, or 

we can do it on our own. Both are false 

and both reveal where our pride has 

taken root. Only the humble disciple can  

assert both “his power is made perfect  

in my weakness…for when I am weak, 

then I am strong” (2 Cor 12:9-10) and  

“we are more than conquerors through  

him who loved us”(Rom 8:37). Pride 

tells us that we are too powerless to 

make the right decisions, avoid sin, or 

engage in the mission of  the Church.  

Pride tells us that we alone are strong 

enough to make the right decision, 

avoid sin, and be the person to convert 

the unbelievers in our lives. Do you see 

the tension? Isn’t it beautiful?

It’s beautiful because at the exact center  

of  the tension we find the answer, and  

of  course, his name is Jesus. How free- 

ing to live as his disciple knowing that 

the sufficient grace, abiding fruits, 

manifest power we need are unleashed 

in the hearts of  the faithful. We simply 

need to believe, respond, and cooperate  

with the Holy Spirit. We have been 

equipped for the high call to which we 

are called. Through our Baptism and 

Confirmation we have been grafted into  

the body of  Christ, the old flesh is gone,  

our stony hearts transplanted, and now 

we are new creations infused with the 

same Spirit that raised Jesus from the 

dead. The Scriptures are full of  stories 

and nuggets of  wisdom revealing the 

incredible things God can do through 

those who trust, obey, and love him. 

Every saint we revere, every miracle we 

witness, and every conversion we cele-

brate originates from the same power 

source and we have been given access 

to this game changing, all consuming, 

never exhausted relationship with the  

Spirit. Friends, no more excuses: rebuke  

your pride, and step into the fullness 

of  the power Jesus has already give you 

through the indwelling of  his Spirit. 

You might be saying, "Pete, that sounds 

great, but how?" Let’s not over compli-

cate it. Enter into prayer, acknowledge 

your weakness, repent of  your pride, 

and then boldly say yes to his power. 

Give the Holy Spirit permission to in-

vade your thoughts, co-opt your plans, 

and work through you. Our Good 

Father lavishly pours out gifts on his 

children. Don’t reject or deny them, but 

humbly and gratefully receive them. Stop  

wondering if  you’re equipped or em-

powered and instead believe the words 

Paul wrote to Timothy, “For this reason  

I remind you to fan into flame the gift 

of  God, which is in you through the 

laying on of  my hands, for God did not  

give us a spirit of  timidity but a spirit 

of  power and love and self-control.” 

You have everything you need, just say 

yes to it, and receive 

the ‘more’ that you 

desire! t

Pete Burak is the director of  

id, the young adult outreach of   

Renewal Ministries. He is a 

frequent speaker on evangeli-

zation and the Holy Spirit!
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Jesus at the 
Center of  

Our Tension
By Pete Burak
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CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL

NATIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

 

2021: 50th Year of Pentecost Today USA (NSC) 
There is a special significance in that 2021 was officially the 50th year of Pentecost Today USA (NSC) and our

first full year with a new mission and a new name: "Pentecost Today USA." In Greek "Pentecost" literally means

"fiftieth." Our 50th year was a time of preparing new wineskin and receiving new wine. Below and in the following

pages is a snapshot of some of the many fruits of the past and present work of Pentecost Today USA (NSC); the

full 2021 Board and Council Report is at: PentecostTodayUSA.org. Psalm 34:3! Come, Creator Spirit! 

      -Alicia Hartle, Executive Director, Pentecost Today USA (NSC)
 
 

 

 

 

Fall/Winter 2020 - Rebranding 
Sep-Nov: NSC discerns, designs, and announces New Name, New Mission, New Logo 

Dec: Launch New Name, Logo, and Mission at Jesus 2020: Empowered by the Spirit National Conference, 1st online

conference, with new mission discussed by Bishop Peter Smith, Scott Hahn, and a young adult Discussion Panel

Winter 2021 - Staff Transition + Video Project 
Dec: Four long-time staff members retire, including Walter and Claire Matthews

Jan-Mar: Two team members transition

Mar: Hire Jennifer Ciskanik, Office Manager, and Veronica Alvarado, Communications/Project Manager

Mar: Launch Video Project in collaboration with ADL, The Ark and The Dove, and CMAX TV asking laypeople,

clergy, and religious from different realities of the Renewal one single question: "How has baptism in the Holy Spirit

impacted your life and ministry?" (Inspired by Revelation 12:11) 

Spring 2021 - Board, Operations, and Technology Updates
Apr: Appointing of Mick Michie, Structures Chair, and CeCe Beauchamp, Communications Chair 

Feb-Jun: Quickbooks, Raisers Edge, USPS, ADP PEO, banking, and phone software migration

May: Move headquarters and archives to a new location at The Ark and The Dove

Jun-Jul: Fundraise and support repair and restorative renovations of the Dove Building 

May: Pentecost Sunday Celebration @ The Ark and The Dove co-sponsor 

Jun: Power and Purpose Steubenville Conference co-sponsor

Summer 2021 - Expansion of Infrastructure 
May-Jun: Structures and Communications Teams discern new council structure and collaborative tools 

Jul: Blessing of new headquarters in Dove building led by Deacon Ralph Poyo during Board Retreat

Jun-Aug: New website, email, social media platforms launch; establish Social Media Team

Fall/Winter 2021 - Expansion of Mission
Sep: Launch of THE JOSHUA PROJECT 

Sep: Expansion of roles of Jimmy Archer, Development Manager, and Taffy Archer, Donor Relations Manager

Sep: Establish Donor Relations Council Team to thank, pray with, and receive wisdom from faithful supporters

Nov 13: Board & Council Meeting - Announce New Council Team Structure  

Dec 4: 2021 National Leaders Meeting @ The Ark and The Dove - Exactly 777 Renewal Leaders registered.

RENEWAL FELLOWS PROGRAM pilot announced in collaboration with The Ark and The Dove and the Institute of

Ministry Formation. Over 150 Renewal Leaders participate in pre-meeting afternoon Discussion Forums. 

Dec 18: Cantalamessa Movie - Walter Matthews, Alicia Hartle, and other Renewal Leaders in the movie participate

in the global premiere
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EVENTS

Thousands of lives
transformed

International Conferences including:

1967 at University of Notre Dame 

1975 in Rome

1977 in Kansas City 

National Conferences & Meetings

Held in 20+ cities since 1977

Regional Theological Symposiums

Online Renewal Events

RESOURCES

Ongoing theological and
pastoral formation

Pentecost Today Magazine reaches over

5,000 readers

Publish theological and pastoral

resources including books, brochures,

workbooks, and articles 

Build engaging, shareable resources via

website, Youtube, and social media

SUPPORT OF

RENEWAL

ORGANIZATIONS

Support on local, regional, 
and national levels

Prayer Groups, Renewal Centers, Covenant

Communities, Renewal Ministries, & Authors

CHARIS National Service of Communion USA

Association of Diocesan Liaisons

Conversation with Bishops and Movements

Charismatic Leaders Fellowship (ecumenical)

COMMUNICATIONS

Connecting people with 
the fire of Renewal

National Renewal Database of 2,800+ groups

includes Prayer Groups, Covenant

Communities, Renewal Centers, Religious and

Diocesan Liaisons.

Provide regional, national, and international

Renewal Updates via email, magazine, and:

Over 6,500 connected via social media

Over 300 Renewal Leaders Facebook

Group supports finding and sharing

resources, events, and prayer

 

 

PAST & PRESENT WORK

OF PENTECOST TODAY USA (NSC)

Here are highlights of the past and ongoing work of Pentecost Today USA (NSC) in fueling the fire of Renewal

by raising up, connecting, and equipping Renewal Leaders through events, resources, communications, and

the support of Renewal organizations:
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Thousands of lives
transformed Ongoing theological and

pastoral formation

Support on local, regional, 
and national levels

Connecting people with 
the fire of Renewal

NATIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE  

CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL

Though officially formed in 1970 and incorporated in 1971, founding members of Pentecost Today USA

(NSC) include university students, clergy, and religious who began working together soon after the 1967

Duquesne Weekend at The Ark and The Dove. The first structures formed within the Renewal were called

"service committees." Pentecost Today USA (National Service Committee in the Catholic Charismatic

Renewal in the US) was the first of these "service committees," and we magnify the Lord for how the work of

the Holy Spirit has been fueled over the past 50+ years.

"...‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts." -Zechariah 4:6

CELEBRATING

50+ YEARS
OF FRUITS OF THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

Some of the many 

MIGHTY WORKS

 OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
 

through Pentecost Today USA (the NSC)

1970s Organized conferences at Notre Dame University with

20,000-40,000 people in attendance

1975 Supported launch of first Steubenville Conferences

1977 Media Task Force brought baptism in the Holy Spirit to

every major TV station in the USA

1980s-1990s Organized Theological Symposiums with the

Association of Diocesan Liaisons

1990 Supported founding of Hispanic National Service

Committee, Comité Nacional de Servicio Hispano (CNSH)

2015 Initiated purchase and founding of The Ark and The

Dove Worldwide

2019 Supported founding CHARIS USA (CHARIS National

Service of Communion in the USA) 
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NEW COUNCIL TEAM STRUCTURE

Expansion of 
Chairperson Support

Expansion of 
Council Member Role

Past 
Structure

New 
Structure

Team size of up to 20
members

Chairperson
 leads team

Team meets as 
needed via phone

Chairperson leads and
supports all initiatives

Council Team of 12
members meets online

Quarterly
 

Special Teams of 3
members meet online
monthly or as needed

 

Chairperson
Older Council Member
(Moses)
Younger Council Member
(Joshua) 

Chairperson leads team with
Leadership Team made up of:

1.
2.

3.

Each Council Team of
12 members is made
up of smaller Special
Teams of 3 members

Each Leadership Team
Member takes the lead
with a specific goal and

initiative

New Wineskin for New Wine
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A "raising up Joshua" culture with older and younger generations working alongside each other

Increased support of Chairpersons and leadership of Team Members 

Increased opportunities for holy collaboration within and across Council Teams 

Increased opportunities for fellowship among Board and Council Members

Feb 2022 - New Council Leadership Teams discerned and established

Mar 2022 - New Council Leadership Teams meet and discern team members, strategic priorities, and goals

Apr 2022 - New Council Teams established and launched

Today over 50 Renewal Leaders from across the nation work together as elected Board Members, nominated

Council Members, and Episcopal and Pastoral Consultants of Pentecost Today USA (NSC). These Renewal

Leaders are laypeople, religious, deacons, priests, and bishops who are actively involved in different realities of

the Renewal including Prayer Groups, Covenant Communities, Renewal Centers, and Ministries.

In May of 2021, the Structures Council Team chaired by Mick Michie began discerning and developing new

structures, processes, and tools that will 1) support the expansion of our new mission to BRING baptism in the

Holy Spirit to the whole Church, BUILD unity in the body of Christ, and SERVE the Poor and 2) cultivate: 

A newly developed Council Team Structure was announced at the November 2021 Board and Council Meeting,

and presented by Johnny Bertucci, Member of the Structures Council Team. Here is a snapshot of the new

structure which is launching in phases from February through April of 2022:

 

-Alicia Hartle, Executive Director, Pentecost Today USA (NSC)

NATIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE  

CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL
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New Wineskin for New Wine
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s the organizing body 

dedicated to serving 

Charismatic Renewal returns 

to the little Ark where the Renewal  

began in the Catholic Church, it is fitting to 

look back at the beginning and see some of  the distance that  

has been covered. Who could ever have arranged for the 

worldwide impact that flowed from a nondescript group of  

college students praying in an unimpressive, little chapel on 

the second floor of  an old retreat house? The small spark of   

the Duquesne Weekend quickly spread around the world and  

began to transform lives, raise up companies of  fervent 

prayer and ignite communities. One of  the ways that we see 

how impactful the Renewal was from the beginning is by 

looking at the development of  the Malines documents.

It is the task of  theology and the Church’s magisterium to 

hold together religious experience and divine revelation. 

God’s mission is for everyone to encounter Jesus Christ in 

the Holy Spirit and through him to receive and grow in a filial  

relationship with the Father. The Church was founded to 

carry out that mission. Nothing less than the transformation 

of  civilization itself  and the salvation of  each person is at stake: 

“The Church has no other sacred reality to offer than her  

faith in Jesus, God made man. Her sole goal is to make 

possible the encounter of  men with the person of  Jesus.  

Moral and dogmatic teaching, as well as mystical and 

liturgical patrimony, are the setting and the means of  this  

fundamental and sacred encounter. Christian civilization  

is born of  this encounter. Beauty and culture are its fruits”  

(On the Credibility of  the Catholic Church by Cardinal Robert  

Sarah published in the National Catholic Register, August  

14, 2021).  

The fact that a theological commission was brought together  

to analyze the religious experience of  the charismatic 

renewal is a testimony to how seriously the Church viewed 

the Renewal within a very short time. The fact that the Holy 

Spirit helped them select a future Pope (Benedict XVI) to be a  

part of  that commission is evidence for how God wanted to  

protect and promote the Renewal. And in returning to that  

first document it is amazing to see how clearly those theo-

logians understood what was taking place, how much they 

trusted it, where they saw need for careful attention and how  

they saw it fitting into the mystical patrimony of  the Church.  

The theology and praxis of  the  

Renewal has certainly matured 

in the last fifty years and the richness  

of  that mystical patrimony shines forth 

even more clearly, but the original document 

already captured clear answers to the most significant ques-

tions and objections. It retains great value for showing how 

much our experience today is still true to the experience of  

those first days, and for acknowledging the authenticity and 

value of  that experience for passing on the mystical patrimony  

of  the Church.

The subsequent documents are a study in the way the Renewal  

has steadily flowed into the rest of  the Church. The current  

of  grace that welled up in 1967 has flowed into the mainstream  

Church and freshened her evangelical mandates to proclaim 

good news to the poor (Malines Document 2), to become one  

(Malines Document 3) and to cast out demons (Malines Document 4).  

In each of  those areas there is danger and opportunity and 

the Church, as a loving Mother, guided the confluence of  

these sometimes rough waters into a single river of  divine life. 

At the same time, the renewal of  personal religious experience,  

which draws on the Church’s mystical patrimony, has always 

needed to be balanced against the communal experience of  

the Church, particularly in her liturgical patrimony (Malines 

Document 5).  

The Charismatic Renewal is an incredible phenomenon with 

over 160 million people in the world baptized in the Holy Spirit.  

Who can imagine how to care adequately for such a massive 

number of  participants? In Cardinal Suenens we witnessed the  

deft navigation of  a loving Shepherd who was as unwilling to  

accept the bad as he was zealous to cultivate the good. His  

Malines documents remain a testimony to the Lord’s care for  

the Charismatic Renewal as we seek a new Pentecost today. 

These documents continue to provide guidance and inspi-

ration for those responsible for helping the Renewal flow  

fruitfully into the Church for the salvation of  souls and the 

transformation of  civilization. t

Fr. Boniface Hicks, OSB is a Benedictine monk 

of  Saint Vincent Archabbey in Latrobe, Penn-

sylvania, the Director for Spiritual Formation 

for Saint Vincent Seminary, and the Director of   

the Institute for Ministry Formation at Saint 

Vincent Seminary. 

Summary of  Malines: 
Encounter with Christ through  

Mystical Patrimony
By Fr. Boniface Hicks, OSB
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Ministering 
to the  

Imprisoned 
Poor

By Charles "Mick" Michie

“Save us Savior of  the World  

for by your cross and resurrection  

you have set us free.”

W
hen we, faithful Christians, pro-

claim this Memorial Acclamation  

during the Holy Sacrifice of  the 

Mass, it seems it cannot but ignite our 

personal memory and our collective con-

science. In a profound way, it causes me 

to reflect on my life’s journey, my own 

healing, salvation, and personal freedom  

that through our Lord’s passion, through  

his extraordinary suffering and death, 

has so abundantly, so graciously provided  

for me. 

I share this because our Lord, has per-

sonally rescued me countless times from 

sin and stupidity. Yet, despite failings and  

flaws, far from abandoning me, he relent- 

lessly calls me and all of  us who have been  

redeemed, to a higher ground, to be 

transformed, to be set free, and to set 

others free through love. Indeed, and no  

doubt, all things are possible through God.  

I know this well–―as surely as I know my  

name, and why I was born into this world. 

So, how do I answer when he calls me by 

name to be his disciple? How do I make 

a return to the Lord for all the good he 

has done for me? 

For the last six years the Lord has called  

me and Sheila, my wife, to minister to men  

and women who are imprisoned―literally  

to jail ministry. To share our story: our 

opportunity to first serve in Tulsa Coun-

ty’s Correctional Facility came through 

invitation by a dear priest, a friend, now 

passed away, who, as he offered inmates 

confession and counseling, encouraged us  

to take some time to help him serve Mass  

and distribute resources to those in jail.

Initially uncertain, wary and resistant, it 

was through his encouragement that we 

joined him, and in time, a gradually grow-  

ing team of  volunteers. Now, at this point  

this team of  Catholics has grown to in-

clude our bishop, two diocesan priests, 

five lay men and four women plus a group  

interceding for us and the ministry’s success.

Needless to say, any ministry wisely  

recognizes that the greater good cannot be  

accomplished without utter dependence 

and faith in Christ and the love of  God. 

We therefore never cease to humbly  

cooperate with his Holy Spirit and exer-

cise his power, his gifts in creating an  

environment where through us the im-

prisoned men and women, inmates, can 

feel accepted, forgiven, healed, and trans-

formed through Word and Sacrament. 

To this purpose, Holy Mass is celebrated  

Friday mornings in the facility chapel, first  

for females, then males, who’ve requested 

attendance, many of  whom are undocu-

mented immigrants. Our team of  volun-

teers serve as sacristans, greeters, in leading  

the inmates in hymns, using Missals, and 

recruiting and guiding the inmates them-  

selves to serve as lectors, and to proclaim  

for their peers the Sunday readings. These  

Masses are meaningful for non-Catholic  

and Catholic alike, evident by the reverence  

on inmates’ faces. Whenever a priest is 

unavailable, inmates still experience a para  

liturgy with songs, prayers, scriptures, 

and the chance to exchange stories of  

faith and hope.

In this ministry we enter into conversa-

tion, listening attentively to individuals 

simply share their stories. As can be 

imagined their lives often speak of  anx-

iety and loss, broken homes and broken 

relationships, of  shame, sorrow and guilt 

from irreversible mistakes. Yet through it 

all rises a yearning to break through and 

find truth, goodness and beauty, to be set  

free through the Word and to experience  

true friendship, belonging, and the selfless  

love of  Christ. Simply in hearing and lifting 

up in prayer their expressed needs or 

concerns, we can offer spiritual support, 

encouragement, comfort, and strength. 

Jesus never fails to show his presence.

Team members are also permitted to then  

enter controlled and monitored male and 

female living areas, “the pods” to distribute  

resources. There we encourage them to  

hold fast to key Scriptures, introduce and  

guide them in the Catechism, devotions, the  

Rosary, and in both traditional or spon- 

taneous prayers for them and their loved 

ones. We can also schedule weekly periods  

to engage those inmates who are totally  

confined to the pods in video presentation, 

scripture study and group sharing.

This ministry, now an outreach of  our 

parish Social Justice Commission, seeks 

to share Christ and particularly the truths 

of  Catholicism that Christ’s light may  

be firmly rooted and spread, and so 

that damaged lives may be permanently 

repaired and restored. 

And for us the rewards have been an  

incredible gift―another example where,  

when you think you have given a lot, you 

simply can’t outdo the Lord! Our God 

keeps giving more and more in return, so 

much more! 

It is normal to have an out-of-sight/

out-of-mind attitude toward the impris-

oned. However, Jesus’ words ring eternal 

“Blessed are the merciful….” (Mt 5:7) 

and “for I was in prison and you visited 

me” (Mt 25:37). Jesus, in his kindness and  

through his personal relationship with me,  

has responded to my humble desire to 

thank and serve him by allowing me and 

others to help him bring home the lost 

and those often forsaken―those in jail―
those longing to be set free by the truth 

of  his love and his Kingdom, by his 

Cross and by his Resurrection.

Let us take up the cup of  salvation and 

call upon the name of  the Lord! t

Mick and his wife, Sheila, 
serve as co-directors for 
Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal in the Diocese  
of  Tulsa. They have served 
in jail ministry for the last 
six years. Mick is a member 
of  the Pentecost Today USA 
Board.
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eady to celebrate the explosive birth of  the Catholic 

Charismatic Renewal that has now reached over 160 

million people worldwide? The 55th Anniversary 

Celebration – CHARIS USA Conference is July 29-31, 2022  

at the Dunkin Donuts Center in Providence, Rhode Island. Register 

today at CharisUSA.org and begin a pilgrimage of  prepa-

ration and prayer. Bring your family, friends, and neighbors, 

prayer group, church, and community. ALL are welcome. 

This is a historic event, the first ever in-person CHARIS 

USA National Conference. Prayer Groups, Covenant Commu- 

nities, Renewal Centers, Ministries, Clergy, Religious and 

individuals from across the nation and from different lan-

guage groups will come together to pray in unity and be sent 

out with hearts on fire to fulfill the CHARIS commission 

for each person who has received baptism in the Holy Spirit 

to: BRING baptism in the Holy Spirit to the whole Church, 

BUILD unity in the body of  Christ, and SERVE the poor. 

Each CHARIS USA Conference Committee Member has a 

major leadership role in overseeing different aspects of  

the conference:

• Msgr. Joseph Malagreca - Conference Chair + Liturgy Chair

• Bob Canton - Filipino Track + Finance Co-Chair

• Bob Thornton - Exhibitor Chair

• Kathia Arango - Hispanic Track + Marketing Chair

• Manuel Jaimez and Bill Snyder - Young Adult Track Co-Chair

• Marie Josee Joseph - Haitian Track + Registration/ 

Hospitality Chair

• Ron Riggins - English Track + Finance Co-Chair 

• Alicia Hartle - Conference Administrator + Program Chair

Pentecost Today USA (NSC) is serving as boots on the ground  

for CHARIS USA by supporting 1) the administration of  the  

conference and 2) the launch and support of  teams with  

appointed Renewal Leaders from each of  the language groups  

led by the Renewal Leaders listed above. The prayer and 

action of  these teams are a powerful proclamation of  the 

conference theme, which is inspired by Ephesians 4:4-5: 

“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you are called in one hope 

of  your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and 

Father of  all, who is above all, and through all, and in all.” 

NOTE: In January of  2022, the Board Members of  Pentecost 

Today USA (NSC) prayerfully decided to postpone the annual  

2022 Empowered by the Spirit National Conference in order  

to support the 55th Anniversary Celebration: 2022 CHARIS  

USA Conference – inviting all Renewal Leaders and those they 

serve from across the nation to come together in July in Providence, RI.  

The Saturday English track of  the conference will be a time 

of  raising up, connecting, and equipping Renewal Lead-

ers through: Mass, adoration, dynamic praise and worship,  

prayer for baptism in the Holy Spirit, discussion panel and 

talks from Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Bishop Peter Smith, 

Fr. Anthony Ouellette, Jane Guenther, Alicia Hartle, and 

prayer ministry led by Board and Council Members of  

Pentecost Today USA (NSC), and MORE.

One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism

I believe it is time!

The Lord Jesus is calling His Renewal

to gather to celebrate Him as Lord!

2022 is the 55th Anniversary of  the

Catholic Charismatic Renewal!

I believe it is time!

Time to overcome fear of  gathering,

for the Church needs to share her one Faith!

Come to Rhode Island - July 29-31 of  this year!

I believe it is time!

For us who have experienced Baptism in the Holy Spirit

to rise above all the negativity that the pandemic inspires

and to take our inspiration from the Spirit

in Whom we have all been baptized:

Come to the Dunkin' Donuts Arena

in Providence, Rhode Island,

where the CHARIS National Service of  Communion is gather-

ing those in the US in one great Gathering of  Unity and Power!

 Register at CharisUSA.org

A special invitation from the CHARIS National Service of  Communion in the 

USA (CHARIS USA) written by Alicia Hartle, Conference Administrator, and 

Monsignor Malagreca, Conference Chair and Moderator of  CHARIS USA.
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Pentecost Today USA Board Members:

From the

Executive 

Director

. . . . . . . . . .
By Alicia Hartle

Ron Riggins (Chairman)

CeCe Beauchamp

John Beaulieu 

Jim Beckman 

Lauretta Froelich

John Hutchins

Bill Marcotte

Charles “Mick” Michie

Jessica Navin

Fr. Anthony Ouellette

Deacon Ralph Poyo

Jorge Samaniego 

Annie Sarlo

“H
i, we’re a bunch of  Catholics from Notre Dame, and we’ve  

just been baptized in the Holy Spirit, and we would like 

to find out about the spiritual gifts. Can you help us?” 

asked Kevin Ranaghan in a phone call to the president of  a  

local chapter of  Pentecostal Full Gospel Businessmen’s 

Fellowship International in 1967.  

In the days and years that followed this phone call, the Lord  

raised up Kevin Ranaghan (and his wife, Dorothy!) to provide  

help for many thousands who would ask this same question. 

Kevin Ranaghan went on to become a founding member of  

Pentecost Today USA (National Service Committee of  the 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the US) to work alongside  

many laypersons, religious, deacons, priests, bishops, and 

cardinals, participate in Pontifical Councils, and pray with popes.  

Celebrating 50+ Years  

The first structures formed within the Catholic Charismatic  

Renewal were called "service committees," and Pentecost Today  

USA (the NSC) was the first of  these service committees. 

Though founding members began working together soon 

after the 1967 Duquesne Weekend, Pentecost Today USA (NSC)  

was officially formed in 1970 and incorporated in 1971. 

Founding members of  Pentecost Today USA (NSC) are:  

Kevin Ranaghan (principle), William Beatty, Jack Bromback, Stephen  

Clark, Rev. Harold Cohen, S.J., Paul DeCelles, Kerry Koller, 

Ralph Martin, Rev. Michael Scanlon, T.O.R. 

Today we celebrate 50+ years of  the mighty work of  the 

Holy Spirit through each of  our founding members and each  

lay person, religious, deacon, priest, and bishop who has 

served as a Board Member (National Service Committee 

Member) or Council Member of  Pentecost Today USA (NSC).  

See pages 8 and 9.  

New Wineskin for New Wine  

In 2022, one of  the many ways Pentecost Today USA (NSC) is  

taking hold of  our expansive new mission is through the 

launch of  our new Council Team Structure. The new struc-

ture cultivates a raising up Joshua culture, more frequent 

meetings, smaller and more nimble teams, greater support for  

Chairpersons and Council Members and MORE. See page 10.  

Each Council Team will support developing THE JOSHUA  

PROJECT tools, resources, and pilots discerned through 

National Renewal Survey responses and ongoing Discussion 

Forums. Keep an eye out for THE JOSHUA PROJECT in 

2022 Issue 2 Pentecost Today Magazine.  

Celebrating Our 50th Year  

Our 50th Year (2021) was a glorious time of  harvesting the 

first fruits of  our first year with a new name, new mission, a 

new location at The Ark and The Dove, and MORE. We  

stand in awe of  what the Lord has accomplished in our midst.  

2021 Highlights are on page 7 and the full 2021 Board & 

Council Report can be requested or viewed at Pentecost 

TodayUSA.org 

Today it is Pentecost Today USA (NSC) receiving calls (and 

emails) saying: “We’ve just been baptized in the Holy Spirit, and 

we would like to find out about the spiritual gifts. Can you help us?”  

Now is a time of  expansion (widening our tent pegs!) and 

acceleration (the harvest is ripe!), and we magnify the Lord 

for each person who has and will be reached, raised up, and  

equipped to BRING baptism in the Holy Spirit to the whole  

Church, BUILD unity in the body of  Christ, and SERVE 

the poor.  

“…‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD 

of  hosts.” – Zephaniah 4:6  t
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L
ately, there has been a lot of  shaking going on. 

The world was shaken by the COVID pandemic.  

People were shaken by the loss of  loved ones and 

financial security. We are still being shaken by financial  

instability and supply chain issues. Many in the Church  

are still shaking as they seek to renew the Church and 

bring people back.

But lately, as I have been praying, I sense the Holy 

Spirit is saying, “It’s my turn to shake things up. Get 

ready!” I get this sense especially as I pray through Acts 4.

In Acts 4 we find Peter and John arrested. Their crime: 

healing a man born lame and preaching in the name of  

Jesus. They are questioned, threatened, ordered not to 

preach Jesus. But Peter and John, filled 

with the Spirit proclaim: “We cannot 

keep from speaking about what we have seen and 

heard” (Acts 4:20).

Upon being released, they go to their friends and have 

a prayer meeting. They needed more of  the Holy Spirit 

to overcome the challenges they would face. They 

prayed, “Lord… grant to your servants to speak your 

word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand 

to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through 

the name of  your holy servant Jesus” (Acts 4:29-30).

Then it says, “The place in which they were gathered 

together was shaken; and they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit and spoke the word 

of  God with boldness” (Acts 

4:31). I believe at this time the  

Holy Spirit wants to shake 

things up again.

The Church is facing hardships. 

We need to remember, however,  

that Jesus did not leave the 

Apostles with financial stability, a  

beautiful building to meet in, or 

manuals or guides on how to be  

missionary disciples. He gave  

them the only thing they would 

need: The Holy Spirit. The same  

Spirit at work in us today.

We need to pray together, crying 

out to the Lord for courage. We  

need to pray for boldness to 

preach and the power to do 

miracles in the name of  Jesus. 

We need to ask and expect the  

Holy Spirit to show up and shake  

us that we would be awake and  

ready to go and boldly proclaim  

his love and Lordship. Come, 

Holy Spirit, shake us now! t
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Time to Really Be Shaken 
By John Beaulieu

We sing; “There’s a fire 

burning, falling from 

the sky. Awesome tongues of fire, 

consuming you and I. Can you feel it  

burning, burn the sacrifice, let it burn 

over me. Let it burn over me, Lord!”

The fire is burning, as many of you 

have already responded to the invita- 

tion to become Fire Starters for the 

Joshua Project. Fire Starters are 

fueling the fire with sacrificial gifts, 

insights that are helping us discern 

the shape of the Joshua Project, and 

have committed to persevering in 

prayer for the successful outcome of 

the project. To my brothers and sisters  

who have not yet become a Fire 

Starter, the invitation is still open. 

Our hearts are burning for all those 

suffering from loneliness, anxiety, 

depression and addiction, those who 

are leaving the Church to join the 

increasing ranks of the unaffiliated. 

We are calling together all Renewal 

Centers, Prayer Groups, Covenant 

Communities, Ministries and all our 

faithful donors to answer this urgent 

need. Let it be said of us, that in this 

hour, we who have experienced the 

dynamic grace of baptism in the Holy 

Spirit, fueled the fire that changed 

the world!

Jesus said: “I have come to set the  

world on fire, and I wish it were  

already burning!” - Lk 12:49 t

Become a Fire Starter! 
https://bit.ly/partner-firestarter

or click here
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